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Ovr voce in the lesbian commvrity March 2001 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
~ book or movie reviews, poetry, artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward your 
submissions by: ; 


¢ Mail: womonspace, Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
¢ Phone: (780) 482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 

¢ E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 

° Fax: (780) 455-9344 

¢ Website: www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ |: 


April - Activism. Submission deadline: March 15 
May - Travel. Submission deadline: April 15 . 
June - Pride / Coming Qut. Submission deadline: May 15 
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Pride Business Fair - June 23, 2001 
The Edmonton Rainbow Business Association (ERBA) invites women, families and 
crafters to purchase a table advertising their business or wares at the Pride Business Fair 
during Pride Week. Tables are $50. For more information, call Verna at 469-2595. 
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Letters 


Dear Womonspace, 

Enough with the vegan bashing. 
Although I’m not vegan myself, I have 
found the jabs in Ask Dr. Dyke’s 
columns to be excessive, mean-spirited 
and not at all funny. In the February 
issue, Dr. Dyke implied that veganism is 
as difficult to live with as addiction to 
hard drugs. This flippant remark is 
unconscionable. It doesn’t matter 
whether the letter was an actual 
submission or a fabrication of the 
columnist. In a humour column, it ts 
especially important to treat a serious 
topic carefully. A referral to AADAC 
(rather than GLCCE) would have been 
helpful in this instance. ’'m not 
suggesting that writers in womonspace 
refrain from poking fun at lesbian 
stereotypes. It is healthy to not take 
ourselves too seriously, but I think that 
vegans have been unfairly singled out for 
ridicule. Although recipes are not what I 
look for in my lesbian newsletter, 
perhaps it is time for Amy to cook up 
something vegan in her column. 

In sisterhood, 
Lindy Pratch 


Hi Suzanne [Editor], 

I just finished reading parts of the 
newsletter on-line. I am very offended. I 
expect to read poorly written and not at 
all thought out comments in times. 10, 
not in womonspace. I highly doubt 
anyone would seriously write a letter to 
“Dr. Dyke” and actually request advice. 
Regardless, given the amount of 
substance abuse issues in the lesbian 
community, I find this type of poor 
attempt at humour about it to be utterly 
offensive and irresponsible. 

Persons with substance abuse issues 
should not be referred to GLCCE. If 


your writer has no idea where to refer 


4 


her, they should not be writing the 
article nor should it be printed. I do not 
see myself politically correct or lacking 
in humour and missing “the joke.” Some 
things are off limits. This should be one 
of them. 

I have no idea what the connection 
to veganism is, but I suppose given any 
of the thought that went behind that 
“Dr. Dyke” response, I shouldn’t expect 
any different. 

I hope that tasteless comments and 
poor judgement remain the domain of 
times.10 and not have womonspace 
compete for tacky commentaries. 

I do have to vent but I do not want 
to sound unfair. I think you have done a 
tremendous job as Newletter Editor and 
I know it can be a thankless job. I do 
appreciate that it is hard to keep 
everyone happy and that you are often 
in a no-win situation. This is the first 
letter I have written in the many years I 
have been reading the womonspace 
newletter. I do hope it’s the last. 

Karen Harrison wv 


Next Month 


ACTIYiISH 


Do you have any ideas about lesbian 
activism or how we can make our 
community a better place? Send your 
photographs, cartoons, artwork, poetry, 
fiction and articles up to 500 words on 
activism by March 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by fax to 
455-9344, by mail to Box 128, Main PO., 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, or leave a 
message at 455-9344. 
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So what entertains you? Theatre, movies, 
song, dance, sports, the bar scene? What 
do you like to do in your spare time? 
Play with your prized table saw and 
cordless drill? Play your favourite sport? 
Are you involved in the arts? Entertain- 
ment and recreation are not specific to 
any one group or community on the 
planet, but they are specific to the 
human race. Human beings are unique in 
that we have the capacity to do things 
for pleasure only. 

So what constitutes “lesbian 
entertainment?” What does our 
community do that is any different than 
any other recognized group? We laugh, 
sing, dance, and play like every other 
community in the world ... so really what 
makes us different? I guess, in my own 
humble opinion, our entertainment and 
recreation doesn’t differ that much from 
any other group. However, I do know 
that the difference lies in the people 
themselves, not in the actual 
entertainment. Lesbian entertainment 
could be loosely defined as that which 
entertains the lesbian community. 

My definition of lesbian 
entertainment is derived more from the 
role that it played in my life and the 
important events that surrounded my 
identifying as a lesbian. Living in rural 
Alberta, there was no “community,” let 
alone specific lesbian entertainment. If 
you were lucky, you were able to 
befriend the other set of roommates that 
also played ball and hockey with you, 
but other than that, zippo, dry-as-toast 
entertainment. Of course there was 
always a rodeo dance or the bar, but you 
know, it just didn’t cut it. There I would 
be at the end of the night, pretending 
that I really did want to dance with this 
drunk redneck, but wishing that I could 
be dancing with my partner. As time 
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Lesbian Entertainment 


| by Kelly 


wore on in this small town, I craved for 
more and more lesbian interaction. I 
needed to identify as a gay woman. 

In my search, I began to come to 
Edmonton to the bar and the monthly 
dances. I needed to associate with 
women who were similar and had the 
same lifestyle. On the surface, the bar 
and the dances were just like any other 
I'd ever been to. But underneath, there 
was that exciting, fulfilling feeling that I 
was right where I should be, where I 
should have been all along. I would 
watch, and listen. I took in every detail I 
could. I was so hungry for lesbian 
information to help with my internal 
identity. In my own naive way, I thought 
the community would welcome me with 
big hugs (and toaster ovens, ha ha), but 
soon I discovered that the community 
was just as diverse as everywhere else in 
the world. Once I would return home, I 
would start to plan the next time I 
could come to an event. 

Through the dances and bars, I 
found my lesbian identity and found 
peace within myself. Through 
entertainment, lesbians come together 
and shed many layers that they are 
required to wear in everyday life. The 
dance or the bar is their time to be free, 
to really be themselves. So the next time 
you take for granted the monthly dance 
or the same ol’ bar scene, just remember 
that these, or any of the other 
community functions out there, mean 
the whole world to someone else at that 
given moment. They aren’t just about 


keeping us from getting bored. v 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 
June 15 - October 15 


(902) 224-1563 
Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 


Kgren X To/chinsky 


Karen X Tulchinsky is an award- 
winning Canadian lesbian writer of 
whom to take notice. She has written 
Love Ruins Everything and In Her 
Nature, and edited the anthologies Hot 
e& Bothered I and II, with III coming out 
this fall. If you’re looking for something 
to read to your honey, these will do it. 
She’s also edited the anthology Friday 
the Rabbi Wore Lace, a collection of 
Jewish erotica, and co-edited several 
other anthology collections. 

Tulchinsky writes warm, funny, 
real-life stories that are entertaining and 
absorbing. She’s also warm and very 
approachable in real life, as I discovered 
when I requested an interview. I wanted 
to pick her brain about her writing, the 
book industry, and life in general. I was 


YE Cloriane 
Design 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 
TRANSLATION 
WRITING 
EDITING 


TEL: (780) 469-9579 
FAX: (780) 463-0521 


Interviewed by Denise Taylor 


rewarded with thoughtful, insightful 
answers and a better understanding of 
this talented author. 

Taylor - How did you get into 
editing anthologies? 

Tulchinsky - The first book I 
worked on, I co-edited with Rosamund 
Elwin. It was Tangled Sheets: Stories of 
Lesbian Seduction. Women’s Press asked 
me to co-edit. I had written and 
published several short erotic stories in 
Women’s Press Anthologies, and had 
just signed a publishing contract with 
Women’s Press for my first book of 
short stories, In Her Nature. 

Taylor - What importance do you 
feel anthologies play in the telling of our 
stories, in the exploration of lesbian life, 
and the development of our voices as 
writers? 

Tulchinsky - Anthologies are a great 
way for newer writers to get their work 
published, and for the lesbian 
community to hear a diversity of voices. 
It’s really hard to break into publishing, 
and when you are newer at writing, 
getting your work accepted into an 
anthology is one of the ways to break in. 
Even with Ellen coming out on Prime 
Time television and the smattering of 
other lesbian characters on TV and in 
movies, we are still vastly under- 
represented in film and television. It is 
really through books that lesbians can 
find representations of our lives in 
fiction. I think anthologies are a great 
vehicle for representing the lesbian 
community in its diversity. 

Taylor - I think there has been an 
explosion in gay/lesbian literature over 
the past, say, five years. What is your 
perception of this? 

Tulchinsky - Absolutely. I would say 
over the past ten years. And before that. 
Before the early 1970s there was very 
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little gay and lesbian literature being 
published. It was in part due to the 
women’s movement, and the gay 
liberation movement that things began 
to change. People opened up women’s 
and gay bookstores all over North 
America to sell gay and lesbian books. 
Small publishers opened up who were 
publishing gay and lesbian books. 
Before this it was almost impossible to 
write gay and lesbian literature and find 
a publisher for the book. Throughout 
the ’80s and ’90s I think this all 
expanded and at the same time, as gay 
and lesbian activists were gaining legal 
ground, we were becoming more 
acceptable to the mainstream and 
mainstream bookstores started selling 
our books, and mainstream publishers 
became open to publishing gay and 
lesbian books. Unfortunately, right now 
many independent gay, lesbian and 
feminist bookstores are closing down, 
driven out of business by the big 
superstores. And with them, many small 
presses are going too. Women’s Press in 
Toronto just sold their backlist to a 
larger publisher and went out of 
business. Gynergy Press in the east did 
the same. It’s really important for 
lesbians to buy books at any small 
independent women’s or gay bookstores 
that are still in business. And it’s 
important to buy books. Lesbian 
authors, publishers and bookstores 
depend on it. 

Taylor - The growth of small press 
houses has been phenomenal. Why do 
you think this is? 

Tulchinsky - As I said above, the 
opening of small independent 
bookstores was part of it. If you’re a 
small lesbian or women’s press and your 
mandate is to publish lesbian books but 
there isn’t any bookstores who will 
carry your books, how can you be in 
business? 

Taylor - In your writing you deal 
with issues of family and relationships 
in a very warm, familiar way. Is this 
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based on your own experience, or 
wishful thinking? 

Tulchinsky - A little bit of both. I’ve 
certainly had my struggles over time 
with my family, as they’ve learned to 
deal with their lesbian daughter (sister, 
niece, etc). It hasn’t always been easy. 
But I’ve always encouraged my family to 
ask me questions about being a lesbian. 
How else are they going to learn? And 
over time, they’ve come a long way. 
There is still room for improvement of 
course, but in a lot of ways I’m lucky. 
I’ve heard lots of horrible stories from 
friends who have been disowned or 
ignored by their families because they 
are gay. In my family that would be 
unthinkable. 

Taylor - How important do you 
think culture is in developing an 
individual lesbian identity? 

Tulchinsky - I think lesbian culture 
is crucial to our survival. It’s so hard 


(even in 2001) to come out, when the 
(cont. on p. 18) 


OrlLANpO 
COKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-ownea, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 


Election Time 


It’s official! We’re heading to the polls 
in a provincial election on March 12, 
2001. As a candidate seeking re-election 
for the constituency of Edmonton 
Centre, I cannot emphasize enough how 
important it is that you take an active 
role in the democratic process. We need 
to let the Klein government know that 
the Alberta Advantage should include 
EVERYONE in this province and not 
just a chosen few. 

That’s why it’s so important to 
vote. It is the single most vital thing you 
can do and it is truly your most essential 
responsibility as a citizen. Democracy 
literally starts with a simple “X” ona 
sheet of paper. Its importance is what 
we have fought wars over and it’s 
something that we must never take for 
granted. 

As you can imagine, I have been 
doing a lot of door knocking in 
Edmonton Centre since the writ was 
dropped and I have to say that I have 
received a lot of positive feedback from 
members of the lesbian community. I 
have been told over and over again, that 
you are happy that I have spoken up 
regarding your concerns in the 
legislature and I thank you for that. I 
want to be able to continue working for 
you and that’s why I hope you will vote 
for me in the election if you live in my 
riding. I believe that diversity is an 
important Alberta Advantage and we 
can’t let this government forget this. 

So, get your family, your friends, 
your colleagues and your community 
together, and make a concerted effort to 
become involved in this election. Send a 
clear statement to the government that 
you’re not about to let them take away 
your voice as a citizen - no matter how 
hard they try and no matter how much 
money they throw your way. Now more 


by Laurie Blakeman 


than ever, it’s important to play a role in 
the future of Alberta. 

If you want to volunteer or make a 
donation, or if you want to know more 
about where I stand on issues of 
importance to you, please call me at 
442-2090 or drop me an e-mail at 
laurieblakeman@albertaliberal.com © 


geciert 


Laurie 
Blakeman 


Liberal candidate for Edmonton Centre 


Keep me working for you! 


| have worked hard to be the voice for 
ALL Albertans in the legislature. 


Vote Laurie Blakeman on March 12 


To find out where to vote or for a ride to the 
polls, call the campaign office at 442-2090. 


Visit our website at www.albertaliberal.com 
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The “Elle” in GLCCE 


What makes a person healthy? Lately, 
health has been on my mind, as I’ve 
been in discussions about the role 
organizations like the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton have 
in promoting good health. The Centre 
has a clear mandate (and funding) to 
promote the health of gay and bi men 
through its GMOC (Gay Men’s 
Outreach Crew), which is funded for its 
work in HIV prevention, but it also 
plays an active role in promoting the 
health and well being of LGBT people 
in many other ways such as referrals, 
resources, peer-counselling, and support 
groups. 

In November, I was in Saskatoon 
helping to organize the national LGBT 
health conference coming up this 
Labour Day weekend. As a result, I 
spent three days talking to smart people 
from all over this country about health 
promotion, helping people find support, 
and most of all about how very 
important we are as individuals and as 
communities. It felt great! We discussed 
profound challenges; not just HIV and 
sexual health issues, but other great 
concerns like high suicide and addiction 
rates. We discussed the need for people 
to feel entitled to the best care, health 
and well-being. We shared stories about 
the particular challenges of our regions, 
and we found out how others faced 
similar situations. We discussed health, 
not just as an absence of disease, but as 
a state of connectedness, of strength. 
Health promotion happens wherever 
people are empowered and supported. 
Not just in obvious places like 
community centres and doctors’ offices, 
but also in choir rehearsals and gay- 
affirming churches, at fund-raisers and 
amongst friends. 
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| __ by kristy Harcourt 


In the last few weeks, I got to 
discuss LGBT health in a totally 
different environment. My colleague, 
Kirk, has been tutoring second-year 
medical students from the U of A, and I 
and others have had the opportunity to 
speak frankly to these future doctors 
about the needs and strengths of a 
community we are so proud of and 
about which they knew next to nothing. 
It felt really exciting to be able to help 
shape their view of our diverse 
population. At the end of March, we 
will have another opportunity when 
GMOC hosts an in-service for health 
and social service professionals about 
how to be an ally when working with 
LGBT clients. 

We’ve also been able to fulfill the 
long-time goal of many in this 
community by starting to raise the 
profile of LGBT health issues. In 
February, GLCCE began to provide 
volunteers to answer questions by 
staffing a lesbian and gay resources desk 
on Access TV’s Sex Help TV program 
on Friday evenings. In the past year, 
GLCCE has been able to expand its 
programs and groups, and the Centre is 
always looking for people who want to 
take an active part. If you have a great 
idea about a group or project that is 
needed, or want to connect with other 
people who want to promote health and 
well-being in this community, the 
Centre is waiting to hear from you. 

In the meantime, here’s to your ° 


health! 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 


consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis Moon, 
Ph.D. (780) 455-6351. 


Whals Happening? 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group in the Faculty of Education at 
the U. of A. Thursdays (except Feb 22), 
5-6 p.m. 4-110C Educ. N., U of A. 
Contact Dr. André Grace, 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or Kris Wells, 
wellsk@icrossroads.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Fridays, 7-9 p.m. and 
Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Call Cindy at 459-0549 
or Bruce at 453-1244 after 1 p.m., 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the 
Friday before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a Singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Jenn at 424-5100, 
grnwolf@hotmail.com, or Pam at 
459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLOCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 


Would you like your organization or event listed he 
nspace@hotmail.com, leave a message or fax your informat 


Groups and Continuing Events 


women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 8:00-8:30 p.m., Bonnie Doon 
Pool. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Northem Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Wednesdays 6:45 p.m. and Saturdays 
4:45 p.m. at Strikes, 8750 - 50 St. Call 
Garry at 426-6311, 
davegarry@v-wave.com 

OUTreach For 1/g/b/t students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus, 
outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of |/g/b/t. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Pride 2001 Volunteer for Pride Week 2001 
(June 16-23, 2001), 
edmonton_pride@hotmail.com 

Professional Lesbian Clu) Camaraderie and 
friendship for single professional lesbians. 
Call Marion at 449-4524. 

Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph’s Convent, 10120 - 135 Ave. (SW 
door). Cost $5. Call Mary at 477-2808. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 88.5 
FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for I/g/b/t parents, co-parents and partners. 
First and third Wednesdays of the month. 
Call Liz at 415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311 
for new location info. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for I/g/b/t age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for March 2001 


Thursday, March 1, 7:30 p.m. 


GLCCE Volunteer Info Night 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
482-7633. 


Monday, March 5, 7:30 p.m. 
Womonspace Board Meeting 


All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 - 124 St. Call 482-1794. 


Thursday, March 8, 7:30 p.m. 

Social/Political Discussion 

Join the women’s drop-in for a debate on 
social and political issues in the LGBT 
community. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 482-7633. 


Wednesday, March 14, 7 p.m. 

Bill C-23 Seminar 

A public seminar offering tax, legal and 
investment information about the new 
taxation rules for same sex couples. 
Bloomsbury Room, Orlando Books, 10123 
Whyte Ave. Cost: $3. Please pre-register. 
Call GLCCE at 488-3234 or 
glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 


Thursday, March 15, 7:30 p.m. 


GLCCE Women's Bowling 
Meet at GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St., to 
carpool to Bronx Bowl. Call 482-7633. 


Saturday, March 17, 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Womonspace St. Paddy's Dance 

Get a little luck o’ the Irish at our St. 
Patrick’s day dance. There’ll be a Celtic 
door prize and green jello shooters! Women 
only and non-smoking. Cost: $5/members, 
$8/non-members. Westmount Hall, 10970 - 
127 St. To volunteer, call 482-1794. 


Thursday, March 22, 7 p.m. 

GLECE AGM 

Annual General Meeting of the GLCCE 
Society including electing the 2001/2002 
Board. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234 or glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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CGlenoGgr of Events 


Thursday, March 22, 7:30 p.m. 


GLCCE women’s drop-in hosts a family night and 
potluck, with stories and games for adults 
and children. GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 


Saturday, March 24, 7:30 p.m. 


Black & White Affair 

AIDS/HIV Gala in support of HIV 
Edmonton. Performances, food, silent 
auction, and dancing. Winspear Centre. 


Cost $50. Call 428-1414. 


Sunday, March 25, 1 p.m. 

Womonspace Bowling 

Bonnie Doon Lanes. Leave a message at 
482-1794 confirming your attendance. 


Thursday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. 


Women’s Karaoke Night 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234. 


Friday, March 30, 1 to 4 p.m. 

LGBT Heath Services Workshop 

For service providers to improve services for 
LGBT clients/patients. For professionals and 
students in the helping professions (eg. 
medicine, social work, nursing, psychology). 
Free admission. To register, call Kirk at 
488-0564 or gmoc@interbaun.com 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Precinct 55 at 5552 Calgary Tr. S. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends, 
call Heather at 987-4974, 
jonrach@msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Call for 
meeting place. Sundays at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 429-2321, 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m., Garneau 
United Place, 11148 - 84 Ave. Call 
474-0753. 


Lutherans Concemed Call Mette at 
461-5571, luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 

10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community 
League, 10709 - 32A Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 110 Ave. Call 
454-8073, uce@compusmart.ab.ca 


12 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W,, R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities. ” 


JULIE C. LLOYD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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Diversity Conference 


The religious “right” gets a lot of media 
coverage condemning love between two 
people of the same gender, and it irks some 
of us greatly. It so angered Reverend Bert 
Frey and his wife that they decided to do 
something to counter that view. They 
wanted to proclaim to the world (or at least 
to Edmonton) that there was another 
Christian response, one that was welcoming 
and loving. So they called a group of like- 
spirited folks together and together they 
created the first Diversity Conference. 

There have been two weekend 
conferences so far, and now we're trying a 
single day that is less expensive but still has 
the important workshops, the “meat” of our 
previous conferences. The 2001 Diversity 
Conference will take place on Saturday, 
March 10 from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
Grant MacEwan Community College City 
Centre Campus, and is on the topic of 
“Marching On: Embracing Spirituality 
Embracing Sexuality. Exploring lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender realities in a 
spiritual context.” The Conference will offer 
three sets of workshops and a lunch with Bill 
Phipps (former Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada). 


Workshops: 

Session I - 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

I - A. Respecting Diversity. This 
workshop will examine the many ways that 
our lives and relationships are enriched by 
diversity. Participants will share ways to 
welcome the benefits of diversity into our 
families, churches, schools, and communities. 

I - B. Coming Out in your Family. 
P-FLAG parents and children share their 
experiences. 

I - C. Understanding Bisexuality: The 
Closet Within a Closet. Bisexual people are 
often “invisible” and often misunderstood. 
This session will explore the lack of 
community for bisexual people. 

I - D. True to Myself and My God: a 
transgendered person’s journey to wholeness. 
In this workshop, you will learn how 
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by Phyllis Fleming = 


Reverend Mickey Wilson has come to terms 
with being transsexual while coming from a 
very fundamentalist Christian background. 
You will hear Mickey’s story of courage and 
hope. 

Session I - 1:15 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

II - A. Preventing Prejudice. This 
follow-up workshop to Respecting Diversity 
(I-A) will examine how prejudices and 
stereotypes limit our growth and the growth 
of others. We will describe ways to reduce 
and prevent prejudice. 

Il - B. Applying the Values of Jesus in 
our (Faith) Community. This workshop will 
be presented by Bill Phipps, former 
Moderator of the United Church of Canada. 

II - C. Matters of the Heart: Youth 
HIV/AIDS Workshop. This cultural 
workshop will be presented by a 
representative of the Feather of Hope 
Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society. 

Session Ill - 3:15 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

Ill - A. Being Queer, Acting Queer in 
School Contexts. In this interactive session, 
we will explore aspects of research in 
teachers’ lives. We will also view and discuss 
the new NFB video One of Them, which 
traces the everyday lived realities and 
conflicts that queer adolescents face in 
contemporary Canadian school settings. 

Ill - B. Moving Forward in our Faith 
Community. Come discover how one faith 
community is grappling with the issues 
around acceptance and inclusion of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people. 

Il - C. Coming Out in your Faith 
Family. Examine the issues that one can 
experience after one comes out at church. 
This workshop will be presented by two 
people, one who has remained within a 
community of faith and one who has left 
after coming out. 

Fees (including luncheon): regular $30, 
student/senior/low income $15. Details and 
registration forms can be found on our 
website: www.ualberta.ca/~cbidwell/ 
eses/eses2001.htm Registration deadline is 
March 1, 2001. v 


Web Design We can help: 


and ki Edmonton Physical 
Craptties Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 
Neela 
(780) 421-7953 No doctor’s referral required. 
www.designed-by-artemis.com WCB and CRP funded. 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 
40 acres of paradise near Salmon Arm, — 
B.C., (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net — 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, = 
; 5 inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres — 
Fax: 455-9344 lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local | 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


Phone: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 —SOINTHE CLUB 
Are you a single, professional lesbian lost 
in suburbia? Are you having trouble 
Ae i meeting like-minded women? Join the 
Classified ads (3 lines) club! Call Marion at 449-4524 to join 


are free for members. other single, professional lesbians for 
camaraderie and friendship. 
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I have finally stolen a few moments 
away from practice to write an article 
on same-sex marriage. I am AWOL from 
the office, sitting at the Hy’s Centre 
Medical Imaging Clinic where my 
partner of eight years is undergoing a 
few tests. “It’s nothing,” we have told 
each other, told ourselves several times 
this week. But as the nurse calls Tina’s 
name and leads her to the examining 
room, a spark of terror ignites in my 
chest. “What if...” “What would I 
do....” And so I sit here to write an 
article on the controversial subject of 
same-sex marriage. 

A question I have been asked more 
than once is “why?” Gay and lesbian 
couples have secured significant legal 
gains in recent years. Parliament has 
enacted an omnibus bill including same- 
sex partners on an equal footing with 
opposite sex partners in Federal statutes. 
Several provincial legislatures (no, not 
Alberta) have passed similar legislation. 
If same-sex coupes have the same rights 
and obligations under the law, I am 
asked, why do we insist on being 
allowed to marry? 

My answer, in brief, is that 
common law couples are not treated the 
same as married couples under the law. 
Even if we were treated equally, the 
exclusion of same-sex couples from the 
institution is unacceptable because it 
furthers the very discriminatory 
attitudes that lesbians and gays have 
been battling for decades. The legislative 
definitions of “common law partner” 
vary among jurisdictions. For the most 
part, however, to be a “common law 
partner” you have to have cohabited 
with a person in a conjugal relationship 
for a period of at least one year (and 
longer in some jurisdictions). Hetero- 
sexual couples can elect to marry and 
commence their status immediately. 
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Same-Sex Marrigge 


by Julie €.Uloyd 


Common law couples attain their status 
only after a cohabitation of a year. What 
if tragedy strikes on the honeymoon? 
The married couple has access to their 
rights immediately. The unmarried 
couple does not. 

Further, marriage creates a legal 
status that does not depend on the 
manner in which the couple chooses to 
live. In the event of death, for example, 
the marriage certificate is usually all that 
is needed to prove entitlement to 
benefits. If a couple is not married - or 
cannot marry - they can only prove 
entitlement to benefits with a sworn 
document setting out the requisite 
elements of cohabitation and conjugality 
for the prescribed period. What of 
couples who are not cohabiting at the 
time one partner dies, such as a long- 
distance relationship or where one 
partner is teaching in Japan for a year? 
What of a couple who is separated 
because illness entails an extended 
period of institutional care prior to the 
partner’s death? Clearly, common law 
status has its practical drawbacks. 

It has been suggested that a system 
of partnership registry would solve these 
problems. Under such a system, a couple 
who chooses not to marry - or who 
cannot marry - can register the relation- 
ship and in this way become eligible for 
the rights and responsibilities of 
“coupledom.” Such systems have been 
implemented in different European 
jurisdictions. For the most part, these 
systems do not create rights and 
obligations identical to those 
consequent upon marriage, but rather, 
create a lesser set of consequences. 
“Marriage-lite,” if you will. Even if a 
registry system were to create a set of 
rights and obligations identical to those 
of marriage, there remains the problem 

(cont. on p. 17) 


Wen-Do Self Defense for Women 
Saturday and Sunday, March 24-25, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

¢ Feel more powerful. 

¢ Gain Self-Esteem. 

¢ Focus on Prevention. 

* Work through guilt and anger from prior 
assault or abuse. 

Gain freedom of movement. 

Instructor: Jordan Cantwell. Location to be 
announced. Cost: $50.00 per person 


Please phone Laura at 434-0174 to register. 


Register ASAP - limited space available. 


Players wanted for gay and lesbian 
slo-pitch softball. Season runs April 
25 through August 29. Fees to be 
announced ($20-30). Call Tina at 
423-9925. 


Wholistic Thera 


Candace Myhr, 
Certified Wholistic Practitioner 


Craniosacral Therapy 
: Therapeutic Touch 
Seated Massage 


20% discount for 
Womonspace members! 


11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
(780) 451-6725 


Edmonton’s first Southside 
Lesbian Lounge - Open Now! 
Under New Management 


Phone: (780) 4 


Y Catering to lesbians and 


community. 


¥ Full menu, huge dance 


floor, pool table, darts, 
ping pong, VLIs, ATM. 


Y Large private patio, 


Arborist 


Verna Mumby, Certified Consulting 


fundraisers, Holy Union — 
parties. 


MUMBY'S 


TREE SERVICES 


During the winter months, 
Mumby’s Tree Services 
offers you more than 


tree care. 


SNOW REMOVAL 
SERVICE 


HOUSE & PET CARE 
SERVICE 


For more information, 
phone (780) 469-2595 or 
cell (780) 719-3158. 
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(cont. from p. 15) 
of the destructive message that such a 
parallel system would convey. 

By way of illustration, let’s say that 
we have two identical drinking 
fountains at City Hall. One fountain is 
to be used only by whites and the other 
only by non-whites. With two fountains, 
every thirsty person can drink. They can 
drink the same amount. They all drink 
the same thing. What’s the problem? 
The question here, in my view, is not, 
“Are the fountains the same?” The 
question society must ask is, “Why do 
we need two fountains?” Creating 
separate-but-equal systems for 
committed partnerships is indistinguish- 
able. The same messages are conveyed 
and the same discriminatory attitudes 
are condoned and perpetuated. We are 
denying the dignity - the personhood - 
of the stigmatized. 

Is there a compelling reason that 
might justify excluding same-sex couples 
from the institution of marriage even 
though it is discriminatory? It has been 
suggested that Parliament can properly 
promote and foster heterosexual 
marriage because that institution alone 
has the capacity to procreate. Does this 
argument pass the sniff test? Prospective 
marital partners do not have to swear an 
oath that they are fertile and that they 
will procreate. Marriages are not 
annulled if they fail to produce children. 
Seniors can marry - if they are 
heterosexual. Marriage is not just about 
procreation. 

It has been suggested that 
discrimination against same-sex couples 
is acceptable because heterosexual 
unions are those most able to rear 
children. How does the “two parent, 
one male and one female“ rule play out? 
If the interests of children weigh more 
heavily in legislative intent than that of 
the free choice of adults, one wonders 
why we have a Divorce Act at all. Why 
don’t child welfare workers apprehend 
the children of single parents? I do not 
think this justification can be sustained 
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without rejecting many other forms of 
families common and accepted in our 
communities. 

Might the compelling reason be 
that heterosexual unions have the 
unique capacity to enter lifetime 
committed relationships marked by 
love, caring, support and inter- 
dependence - qualities respected and 
indeed relied upon in society? Given 
where I am sitting at the moment, I 
don’t care to get into this one. What 
about the argument that same-sex 
marriage would be destructive to 
“traditional family values?” What is a 
“traditional family” and why do same- 
sex couples have the unique ability to 
destroy it? Are single families a threat? 
What about Matthew and Marilla 
Cuthbert? Adoptive families, blended 
families? Does every family unit not 
comprised of a married couple and their 
biological children threaten the 
institution - or is it just same-sex 
couples? 

How does allowing a same-sex 
couple to marry hurt a heterosexual 
couple? Marriage licences are not 
fishing licences. There is no quota. Not 
a single heterosexual couple will be told 
at the registry office, “Sorry, just sold 
the last one to Bill and Bob over there.” 
And a bit about religion. I have heard 
that same-sex marriage must be 
prohibited because it offends the beliefs 
of some. It is important to note that 
while some churches refuse to recognize 
same-sex unions, other churches do 
recognize the unions and perform the 
ceremonies. The current debate, should, 
however, remind us about a funda- 
mental line in the sand that has 
informed the laws of this country. Quite 
simply, allowing people to hold their 
beliefs is a good thing. Allowing people 
to insist that all others abide by those 
beliefs is not a good thing. The former 
is about respect and about tolerance. 
The latter is not. 

So, explain to me again, “Why do 
we need two fountains?“ v 
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rest of the world makes it pretty clear 
that we’re hated, or unwanted, or 
misunderstood. Things are certainly 
better now than they were ever before, 
but we’re still fighting for basic rights in 
some areas. And I know for lesbians 
living in remote rural areas, things are 
even tougher than for those who live in 
cities. There’s a reason why fiction is so 
popular (whether in movies, television 
or in books). I think it’s a basic human 
need to see or read representations of 
ourselves, to hold up a mirror of 
ourselves. I have travelled all over 
North America reading from my books, 
and the thing that moves me the most is 
when some dyke comes up to me after 
the reading and thanks me, because 
what I wrote in my book reminded her 
of herself. She saw something in my 
characters that was familiar and it made 
her feel a part of something. She’s no 
longer so alone in the world. She’s part 
of something bigger. A culture. A 
people. That is so important to self 
identity. 

Taylor - Do you have anything new 
you are working on that you’d like to 
tell us about? 

Tulchinsky - I’m always working on 
new projects. There’s a Hot & Bothered 
III in the works which will be published 
in the fall. Watch for it! I’ve recently 
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fee © Retall Store Open 7 Days A Week © Express Shipping # 


Canada’s largest 
selection of quality 
sexual products for 
women! Yippee!! 


Order Toll Free 1-888-WYM-WARE 
www.womynsware.com 


finished a new novel. This one is a 
departure from my earlier work, 
because it’s an historical novel set in the 
1930s in Toronto, about a Jewish 
Russian immigrant family. I’m also 
writing a sequel to my novel Love Ruins 
Everything, which will be published 
sometime next year. And I’ve written 
several screenplays. 

Tulchinsky can be reached at 
tulchinsky@hotmail.com or 
www.karenxtulchinsky.com . Her 
website has information about her 
books, tips for writers, readings and 
events listings, editing services, and 
soon-to-be-offered online writing 
courses. Look her up, check it out, read 
her books, and appreciate our Canadian 
talent. 


As a registered Society, Womonspace is 
required to have its books audited regularly. 
We are looking for a chartered accountant 
on the cheap. If you are, or know such a 
person, call 482-1794. 


Womonspace requires a volunteer 
coordinator to organize volunteers for our 
monthly dances and other Womonspace 
activities. This is a great opportunity to 
meet a wide variety of women in our 
community. For more information, leave a 
message at 482-1794. 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 

We’re in the process of redecorating 
our bedroom. My partner and I always 
struggle with these sorts of decisions and 
there is already tension brewing. It 
would be nice to survive the renovation 
so as to enjoy the bedroom once it’s 
done. Any suggestions? 

Signed, Much Ado About Nothing 


Dear MAAN, 

Ahhh, an interesting denied not 
unknown to Dr. Dyke. There’s give and 
take, but then there’s mirrors on the 


ceiling. That’s why Dr. Dyke only goes - 


steady with complete pushovers. (Just 
kidding, Sir!) Concession sucks. But if 
" you really want it your way, you'll be on 
your own with about four cats, and in 
the end that really sucks (the smell 
alone!): So, is it really THAT bad to 
have the uninteresting pine bedroom 
furniture with the red walls, when 
really, you’ve gotten away with murder 
in the kitchen with that stainless steel 
fridge? You both have to fee! comfy in 
the bedroom, and communication is the 
key. And remember the Golden Rule: 
No TV in the bedroom. You can watch 
the Simpsons in the basement on the big 
screen. Ifyou do need a referee, Dr. 
Dyke wears many hats.... 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
What is the best way to come out? 
Signed, As You Like It 


Dear AYLI, 
The best way is your way. Just do it 
and be yourself. Generally, the more 
casual, the better. Building up with “I’m 
a L-L-L Lawrence Welk fan” is only 
funny at k.d. lang concerts. Slipping it 
into casual conversation is definitely the 
way to go. “Please pass the salt, and by 
the way I’m a dyke.” Er, too casual. 
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sq Dr. Dyke 


Often. if someone else brings up a gay- 
themed conversation, use that as the 
opening. Be aware that certain words 
flavour the conversation differently. 
“[’'m a homosexual” sounds very 
clinical. “I’m a dyke/queer” may be 
misunderstood by those who don’t 
understand that we have adopted those 
words as terms of endearment. “I’m a 
dyke daddy” should only be confessed 
to your more pierced friends, and 
certainly not your mother. Unless she is 
very pierced. “I have a lot in common 


» with Ellen” is a little too vague. The 
‘response you may get from your mother 


could be: “You’re a famous TV star??” 
True story. 
If you are trying to come out to 


, your boyfriend, as soon as possible is 


preferable! Shaving ‘Dyke’ into the back 
of your head, or on your back, is very 
not cool. Wearing a t-shirt(“I’m not gay 
but my girlfriend is!”) only works for 
some. Coming out can be fun too. Dr. 
Dyke used to have contests with her 
friends to see how many people she 
could come out to in one day. Then see 
if you can double your record! Dr. 
Dyke’s record was four, but that was 
stretching it a bit. There really is no 
reason for your dentist or chiropractor 
to know, but it is surprisingly easy to 
work your orientation into casual 
conversation. Especially if you talk as 
much as Dr. Dyke! © 
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Womens pace St. Hacoly’s Dance 


Saturday, March 17, 2001 
| — 9pm. to 1 am. 
: Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 


Celtic door prize! 
Green jello shooters! 
Women only-and non-smoking. 
To volunteer, call 482-1794. 


| Were Duce Membership Form 
Bs (Conficentiglity Assvrec’) 


Name(s) , i 
Address 

City Postal Code : : 

Phone E-mail ae 


12-month membership fee: 

$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) i 
i Cheque or money order payable te: Womonspace, Box 128, Main RO., Edmonton, { 
| Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


[] New Member [J)Renewal ~ LJAssociate ; 


| I would like to’be a volunteer Te 

: Total Enclosed: } 
[| Please mail my newsletter tomy home ~ . 
_] I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events } $ Soe 
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